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ONTARIO COUNTY
STOP-DWI’S
MISSION

The emphasis of the Ontario County
STOP-DWI Program is to coordinate as
many deterrents as possible and to
provide
comprehensive solutions
based on the county’s needs.
Since
1983, the Ontario County STOP-DWI
Program has been
responsible for
the development of local programs
which educate the community of the
dangers of drinking and impaired
driving.
It is our desire to make
Ontario County’s streets, roads and
highways the safest in the New York
State.
Contact Information:
Sue Cirencione, Administrator
Vivian Russell, STOP-DWI
*****
585-396-4308
StopDWI@co.ontario.ny.us

Visit our website ~
www.co.ontario.ny.us/stopdwi

DEDICATED SOBRIETY CHECKPOINTS
Remembering the Smith Family
It’s been 26 years since the Smith family’s lives were forever impacted due to the
actions of an impaired driver. On June 15, 2019, the Geneva Police Department
partnered with the New York State Police and the Ontario County STOP-DWI
Program for a dedicated sobriety checkpoint on Routes 5&20 in Geneva, NY
honoring Walter, Russ, Jennifer and Matthew Smith. The evening was dedicated to
the Smith’s who lost three generations of family on July 17, 1993. A fourth
member of their family, Matthew, suffered a traumatic brain injury that left him with
the cognitive abilities of a three year old.
The driver who caused the crash was traveling over 85 mph when he ran a stop sign.
Two individuals in his vehicle also lost their lives, making the crash the deadliest
impaired fatality in Ontario County history.
Over 1,000 drivers passed through the checkpoint and received a palm card with the
Smith’s story and their plea, “We ask you as family, DO NOT DRINK AND
DRIVE. Make a positive choice. Have a sober plan. Save someone’s life and save
another family the never ending grief and sorrow we suffer.”

2019 “OPERATION DRY WATER” IS UNDERWAY!

2nd QUARTER
STOP-DWI ARRESTS
GENEVA POLICE DEPARTMENT:
CANANDAIGUA POLICE DEPARTMENT:
NEW YORK STATE POLICE:
ONTARIO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE:
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2nd QUARTER DWI STATS:

DWI ARRESTS:
W/CRASHES:

2018

2019

93
22

105
18*

*1 Fatal Crash involving Alcohol
MALES:
FEMALES:
AVE BAC:
.

72
21
.161%

Memorial Day through September is considered the “100
deadliest days” for teen drivers ages 16-17. This age group is
three times (3X) as likely as adults to be involved in a fatal
crash.
In June, Ontario County STOP-DWI began a partnership with
the Ontario County DMV. All new drivers will receive a
#NewDriver magnet for their vehicle along with their permit.
STOP-DWI and DMV hope that the driving public will see
these magnets and give our new drivers the space they need
and be positive role models of safe driving!
To learn more or to get your magnet, contact us at STOPDWI!

71
34
.141%

Lowering BAC to .05%What’s the “Buzz” All About?

UPCOMING EVENTS!!!!!!

Recently there have been conversations and a movement to
lower the DWI BAC from .08% to .05% and many have asked
for my opinion. Full disclosure, I lost my precious daughter,
Lindsay Kyle to a drunk driver, so I have a definite opinion!
I believe that operating a motor vehicle on our roads is a
privilege and a great responsibility. It is, however, something
that most of us do at least once a day which can translate to
“muscle memory”. Go to the store, pick up the kids, go to
work……all on auto pilot. It CAN for some people become
something we do without really focusing. We all can be lulled
into the “distracted driver” mindset without really being
aware of it.
It is the same with BAC. I believe that we have become so
used to having a beer or two, or a drink of any kind at a social
event and then driving home. It can become our “normal”,
which can lower our reaction time and focus when we need it
the most. Lowering the BAC from .08% to .05% is a step in the
right direction, but it is not the entire solution. We must
focus on operating our vehicles with the highest degree of
competency at all times. In a perfect world, that would mean
we drive without the three D’s – Drinking, Drugs,
Distractions– to the best of our abilities.
We can all be someone’s hero, even when we aren’t aware
we are doing anything heroic. We can all save someone’s life
by driving like lives depend on it- because they do! So, let’s
support the lowering the BAC from .08% to .05%. Sometimes
baby steps are the best or only way to get to where we need
to be! Sarah Palermo– DWI Victim Advocate

For more information on any of our programs or events,
contact us at 585-396-4308 or stopdwi@co.ontario.ny.us
Visit us at www.co.ontario.ny.us/stopdwi

